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to the capital. He lived as a private citizen and was,
indeed, too poor for his position. The King also was
poor. There was not much money in the royal court.
Alexander employed Prince Paul to go to London and
raise money on the King's life insurance so that he
might have the capital with which to exploit a gold
mine which had been discovered. Prince Paul kept in
touch with British political trends and kept the King
informed, but he was not used for diplomatic missions.
But Prince Paul was the only royal personage upon
whom the King could have called to relieve him of some
of the burdensome functions of state. Paul's father,
Prince Arsene, lived a carefree existence in Paris and
had renounced court life and politics. The King's sister
Elena was a widow, living in Switzerland, His brother,
Prince George, was "put away." The monarchy,
as far as the Karageorgievitch family was concerned,
lived in isolation. As if to accentuate this isolation
the King, in the same year that he became dictator,
removed from the centre of Belgrade to a hill on Dedinje,
outside the suburbs. Till then the kings and princes
of Serbia had lived on the main street of Belgrade
behind the fine sentries in their boxes, behind the gilt-
topped railings and flower garden of the Stari Dvor.
Peter, when he was invited to become King, in 1903,
had to inhabit the apartments where Alexander Obreno-
vitch and Draga had been murdered. He said he could
not sleep: the ghosts of the dead sovereigns haunted
the place. He ordered the palace to be pulled down.
That original palace stood in the square that is now in
summer a luxuriant flower garden. Peter built himself
a new palace. That palace looked like a left wing of
an unfinished building. He left it during the war
but never returned to live there. Alexander wanted
him to live there after the war was over. But the old
monarch thought he would merely be in the way;
he preferred to go into complete retirement in a modest
villa far from the centre of the city. Alexander had been